Tweseldown News

Thursday 6th January 2022

January 2022
Thursday 6th-

7pm esafety Zoom Meeting

Monday 10th-

9am PTFA Second hand uniform sale

Wednesday 12th—

Owl class online assembly

Saturday 15th-

Closing date for year R and year 3 applications

Wednesday 19th-

9am Equality and Diversity meeting

Covid Changes for School
Close contacts attending school
Government guidance states that People who are fully vaccinated, or children
and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified as a
close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for
seven days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a
positive test result or develop symptoms at any time.
Please can parents keep us informed if their child is a close contact due to a family member
testing positive or has been identified as a close contact outside of school.
Changes to isolation period for individuals who have tested positive for Covid 19.
Government guidelines now states that ‘Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and
day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier
than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both these
test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your selfisolation after the second negative test result and return to your education setting from day
8.’
We would ask that parents liaise with us with regards to this so that we know when to expect your child back in school.

Home Learning for children required to self-isolate
For individuals self-isolating work will now be presented on DB Primary. If you have lost
your log in for this please contact the main school office. If the whole class or staff members test positive and feel fine then live teaching will resume. We will keep you informed if
this is the case.
Rising cases (Hopefully not)
Should we see a concerning rise in cases, some/all of the following additional
measures may be also be necessary





Class bubbles for break and lunchtimes
Temporary suspension of after school clubs and/or trips
Single year group lunch sittings
Alternative arrangements for teaching classes if there are severe staffing issues or on
the advice of the Public Health Agency

Save the Date
Today, Thursday 6th January 2022 we have had an safety day when all
the children learnt about keeping safe on the internet. Staff training will
be after school and we hope that you will join us on Zoom at 7pm, further details at the end of the newsletter.
Woodland School
This starts next week. Please ensure all children in years 1 and 2 have warm
clothes and waterproofs at the ready. Particularly if you have been sent the
letter regarding your child starting next week.

Deadlines for Year R and Year 3 applications
This is looming fast. Please don’t forget to apply by 15th January. Our last parental
tour for year R is on 11th January. Please ring a book a slot.
Jubilee Fort
We are very excited to inform you that we have purchased a new piece of playground
equipment for the year 1 and 2 children. It is going to be a castle named
‘Jubilee Fort.’ Installation begins on the 17th January and we are really excited to watch it being built. Unfortunately the parking space at the top of the
playground and the top entrance will be out of action for these two weeks
i.e Monday 17th January- Friday 28th January so please factor in a couple of
minutes extra walking time each day.
Missed photographs
Our photographer is returning on the 10th January to take pictures of children
who were absent. This includes children in Deer class in children who have
joined the school. Please ensure clean uniforms on Monday and hair brushed!
Class Assemblies
Next week sees the first of our class assemblies. These will be on Zoom for the time being.
The first one is Owl class’ at 9.15am. It will only be for 15 minutes.
The link is below.
Owl class assembly
Meeting ID: 876 5665 4527
Passcode: JPn65u

Classroom Staffing
As we have had a few changes we thought we’d clarify the staffing in all classrooms.

Class
Squirrel
Mouse
Year R

Hedgehog
Rabbit

Badger

Year 1

Deer
Otter
Mole
Robin
Owl

Year 2
Kingfisher
Woodpecker

Teaching team
Miss Hall
Miss Morris
Miss Saunders
Mrs Tomlinson
Miss Petty
Mrs Cousins
Miss Condliffe
Mrs Moore
Mrs Power
Miss Barker
Mrs Hill
Mrs Trifonova
Miss Bell
Mrs Farrer
Mrs Beiguilman
Mrs Russell
Mrs Cunningham
Mrs Premier- Scaife
Mrs Pen
Mrs McKillop
Mrs Janes
Miss Riley
Mrs Knight
Miss Toms
Mrs Price
Mrs McFarlane
Mrs Stephens

DB Primary
All homework and spellings is now live on DB primary.
For all Year R children please download your learning journey so far.
School Trips
Please return the paperwork and make payment for school trips by the end of this week.
Year R have Noah’s Ark coming to visit and Year 2 are going to Blue Reef..
Parking
Please remember we have two designated car parks for Tweseldown, the War Memorial
Hall and and Bowenhurst Road car park.
Please be mindful of others when parking for the school drop
off and pick up.

Read below to find out what your child has been doing this week and ask them/
talk to them about what they have been up to.

What have we been doing this week?
Welcome back!
We hope you had a lovely Christmas break and enjoyed your time at home. We came back with a
bang this week and jumped straight back into our learning journey!
We have been learning all about number 11, looking at how we make the number, what numbers
come before or after it, looking at more or less and even using a stem sentence to talk about it, e.g.
I know it is 11 because there is a group of 10 with 1 more.
In phonics we have started learning our sounds through Bug Club, we have learnt the sounds ur, oi
and ow this week. We also learnt to spell the tricky word you. We found out how to put it into a
sentence and practised finding it in other tricky words.
We started our RE topic all about specialness this week, we discussed what things are special to us,
who is special to us and then learnt about some special stories from the bible learning what
Christians believe.

What have we been doing this week?
It's been glorious to see the children back at school this week! They have shared their holiday news
and written fantastic sentences to describe it.
'Oliver's Vegetables' by Vivian French is our key text this half term. We shared the story and acted in
role as Mum and Oliver. We then wrote what these characters said in speech bubbles. Can your
child recall the story to you?
We have continued our Longitudinal Study of the woods near to school. We identified evergreen
and deciduous trees and it will be interesting to look at these trees again in the Spring and Summer.
The children could describe what had changed since their last observation of the woods at the start
of Year 1.
We set up an experiment! We were asked "How can we find out if these objects will grow?" and we
shared ideas of how we could set up an experiment. The objects were: a sunflower seed, a dried
pea, a tinned pea, a tinned kidney bean, a mung bean and a garlic clove. The children made
predictions as to which of the objects would sprout and are making sure that they are being kept
under the same conditions. We will keep checking on the objects over the next week and we will
record our results.
Year 1 homework is now being set weekly on DB Primary. It will be 'live' on a Friday and needs to be
returned to school by the following Thursday. 'Home learning' for isolating children is also on DB
Primary so please do not be alarmed if it seems like your child has a lot of work set.

What have we been doing this week?
Welcome back! We hope you had a great holiday. The year 2 children have already got stuck
straight into their new topic, asking some very interesting questions about Australia. They also
impressed all the adults with the knowledge they already have. Keep an eye out for some aboriginal
art being displayed in each of the year 2 classrooms!

In English we started learning about Dreamtime narrative, reading the stories in the book 'How the
birds got their colours'. We went on an animal hunt around the school grounds and discovered lots
of animals which live in Australia. We also practised our skills of adding suffixes to works such as ing, -er and -est. In Maths the children have practised using arrays to work out multiplication
problems.
DBPrimary... hopefully you all now have your child's login details. Please don't worry about
work which appears on the platform, this has been made available to all pupils in case they need
to self-isolate. It is the same work that the children will be completing in school, and ONLY needs
to be accessed if your child is off school due to Covid. The only work which is compulsory is labelled 'Homework', this will appear on Thursdays and will be available to complete until the following Friday. We have also made available the spellings for each week, but this is only another
method of practising the words. The spellings will still be sent home in your child's reading record
and will be tested in school on a Monday.
Please speak to your child's class teacher if you would like any further clarification.

Virtual Parent Talk—Help to Keep your Child Safe Online
Thursday 6th January 2022 7.00pm – 8.00pm
Our children live in the Internet Age. They love to use technology and play the latest
games. However, it is not always easy for parents and carers to understand what they are
doing and how we can help to do the right things to keep them out of danger.
This is particularly relevant given the current restrictions leading to
our children spending more time on line at home.
It is important that parents are also involved so they are able to help their children when they are at home. We would like to invite you to a special talk which
will be given via Zoom.
The talk is being given by Paul Hay, who is a specialist in Internet Safety.
He will tell you :


How young people use the Internet.



Show how children use programs such as Moshi Monsters, Minecraft, Roblox,



Instagram, SnapChat and Tik Tok



Describe how information young people post can be misused by people who are not
their friends.


Explain what you, as parents, can do to help keep them safe.
Above all it will give you as parents and carers the confidence to help your child
get the most benefit and enjoyment from the internet while keeping safe.

Topics will be discussed in language we as parents understand. No technical or
computer knowledge is required or expected.
To attend this session, the connection details are as follows.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84870510768?
pwd=UlNDa05UbmFSaTBUOUM2L3JWN3k2QT09
Meeting ID: 848 7051 0768

Passcode: 511539

We look forward to you joining us.

