Tweseldown News
Thursday 27th May 2021

Dear Parents,
Thank you for working so closely with us during this period of uncertainty. Throughout the
pandemic we have been following operational guidance that has been sent to school enabling us
to review and update our procedures and risk assessments.
After half term we would like to continue to loosen some of the restrictions that have been put in
place at Tweseldown Infant School. Please note that if cases rise we may have to revert back
to existing restrictions at a later date.
Drop Off and Pick Up Times
We are aware that from June 21st lots of our families need to be back in the office. We have
therefore amended our drop off and pick up times. From after half term:
Year 2 Drop Off
8.30-8.40am

Year 1 Drop Off
8.35-8.45am

Year R Drop Off
8.40-8.50am

Year 2 Pick Up

Year 1 Pick Up

Year R Pick Up

2.55pm

3.00pm

3.05pm

Please can we also ask that:

Only one parent enters site with your child/children

Masks are optional for parents

Kiss and drop at the classroom door remains in operation

The one way system remains in place. Years 1 and 2 please could we ask that you still go up
and over the year R hill.

You exit the site as quickly as possible and do not congregate either within the grounds or
just outside the gate

Scooters and Bikes
We would like to invite children to leave their bikes and scooters on site. It’s great with the better
weather (hopefully) to encourage children to be active on their route to and from school. Please
can children park their scooters and bikes in specific year group areas. Please also remind your
child/ children to walk their bike or scooter once onsite to prevent accidents.

Year R in the shed next to Rabbit class.
Year 1 for now under the basketball hoops at the end of year 1 (parents could you please
drop bikes and scooters there on exit to save doubling back on the one way system). We
have ordered more bicycle racks and scooter pods for year 1 and as soon as they arrive we
will have them in situ as soon as possible (on entry to the year 1 side of the building).
Year 2 in the shed by the green gates as you leave the site. Again, please could parents
deposit scooters and bikes here to prevent doubling back on the one way system.
Class emails
Class emails were introduced during lockdown 1, this time last year as an additional way of
contacting class teachers. The majority of children were at home and staff were working
rota shifts in school or at home. Now that we are all back in school and staff are welcoming
children at the door and seeing them home at the door there is no need for class emails,
parents can catch staff on the door with questions and queries. Our working parents are
welcome to call the admin office line and leave us a message as usual (pre-Covid times)
we will always give you a call back or invite you into the grounds for a socially distanced
chat at a mutually convenient time.
Desks in classrooms
When we have had cases of Corona virus the whole ‘bubble’ (class) has always been sent
home to isolate whether or not the children have been in rows. With this in mind we will
be reverting back to small groups of tables and children sitting together on the carpet. This
way of teaching is more conducive to good infant school practice.

We hope you have a lovely half term, apologies regarding the number of emails this week.
Let the sun shine next week, stay safe each and every family at Tweseldown.
Kim Tottem
Head Teacher
Classes 2021-2022
Following the disruption during the past academic
year we have made the decision to keep the children
in Year R and 1 together in their current class
groupings. Children will therefore move on mass into
their new class. Further details will be given out next half term.

May 2021
Friday 28th -

PTFA Mufti day (£1 donation)
Last day of term

June 2021
Monday 7th-

Year 2 hook day– come to school ready for the Tweseldown beach!
(Paddling pools are ready!)
Year R vision checks

Tuesday 8th-

Year R vision checks

Monday 14th-

PTFA Zoom meeting 7.30 pm

Monday 21st-

Charity day for MND

Motor Neurone Disease day is on June 21st and we would like to take part in this day by
asking the children to bring in a contribution towards this charity (minimum of £1) as it is
close to our hearts at this time. In exchange for this they can wear blue or orange (MND
colours) clothes for the day.
Also on this day, staff members will be partaking in an ice-bucket challenge. They will be
submerging their feet in icy cold water for 92 seconds. Hopefully the class will be able to
cheer on the staff to complete this.
As this is hopefully the day the Government’s roadmap to lockdown will be completed we
hope to enjoy pizza, ice-cream (from the ice-cream van) and orange and blue cakes on this
day too.
Pants!
Our supply of girls underwear in year R is very low– please if you have some
spare drop them into the office.
Staying well
If your child seems well but presents with a cough, temperature or loss of
taste/ smell please arrange for them to have a PCR test and keep them at
home.

Playhouse
Calling all Parents and Carers!
We have kindly been gifted a playhouse! Our Site Manager John is looking
for some help getting it together for the children.
Please call him on 07762 373216
School Uniform
This year, due to a variety of stock issues Brendas are imposing a ‘last order date’ of 14th
August. Please make sure you order in plenty of time for September. They are also open
Monday—Saturday 8.30am—5pm.

Risk Assessment
Please find our latest risk assessment on our website, this has been updated for Summer 2.

Books at home
Please, please, please return any books that you may have at home. It doesn't matter how
long you have had them, we would just really like them to be returned.
There is a box in the foyer of the school which you can place them in. We
completely understand that sometimes books are damaged or misplaced,
all we ask is for you to let us know so that we can discuss this with you.
We are very lucky to have a book library outside the front entrance, please help yourself to
a book for home and leave one for someone else to enjoy.
2021/2022 Inset Days
Inset days for the next academic year have been confirmed. They are;
2nd September

3rd September
22nd November
18th February
27th June

What have we been doing this week?
This week Year R have been listening to different versions of Little Red Riding Hood. They have
written lists for Red Riding Hood to collect shopping for her Granny. The children have been using
the phonics they know to sound out words they would like to write. See if you can write a shopping
list for your grown-ups at home over half term.
In Maths the children have been sharing amounts. They have made sure that when they are sharing
the amounts are fair between the people they are sharing amongst. This could be practised at home
too! How many pieces of pasta will each family member get for their tea? Make sure it is fair and
equal!
The children have all been enjoying seeing the caterpillars in their classroom change through their
life cycle this half term. Keep an eye out for butterflies over half term. What patterns can you spot
on their wings? Can you identify any of these butterflies?

What have we been doing this week?
Year 1 have had such a fantastic last week of the term! They have been immersed in poetry this
week, looking at different types such as rhyming poems and acrostic poems. The children even had
a go at writing some animal poems of their own and they were brilliant... towards the end of the
week we had lots of fun learning to recite poetry.
Maths has been very practical yet again. We started the week learning about patterns, and the
children practised making repeating patterns using 2D and 3D shapes as well as other classroom
resources. Then we moved on to learning about position and direction, where the children
deepened their knowledge of the term 'left', 'right', 'forwards', 'backwards', 'up' and 'down'. We
also used our bodies to explore full, whole, quarter and three-quarter turns.
In science the children looked again at the different seasons, this time thinking about the weather in
spring - we did discuss how May has been particularly unusual with the amount of rain we have
had! In design and technology the children crafted their hut for the Gruffalo using card, tape and
lolly sticks - there were some ingenious designs. We hope you have a restful half term holiday, and
look forward to starting learning about our brand new topic 'Wonderland'.

What have we been doing this week?
And so another half term draws to a close! Your children have been such superstars this half term
and we have thoroughly enjoyed sharing their daily learning with them!
Can your child recall any of their dragon poems? We shared a range of funny and descriptive dragon
poems and picked out our favourite words and phrases from them. We have also written shape
poems and repetitive poems about dragons this week.
We have been learning to subtract this week, representing our workings in different ways. We have
also been making up some of our own maths stories from a given number sentence. For example:
45-20-3 = ? First I had 45 stickers, then I gave away 20 stickers and lost 3 stickers. Now I have 22
stickers.
We are looking forward to our 'Hook Day' on the first day back after the holiday. Please remember
that your child can wear beachwear and bring in a towel for some beach-themed fun!

