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            diary dates
 
16  October - ‘How we Teach Phonics’ Workshop 09:00th

                         
19  October - Year R Picnic 14:30th

21  October - Book Fairst

                         - Parents Evening 15:30 - 18:00

22  October - Book Fairnd

                          - Coffee and Conversation with Mrs Tottem 14:30
                          - Parents Evening 17:00 - 19:30 

23  October - Inset Dayrd

                 

October

November
 
5  November - New Year R Parent Tours (2027 intake)th

10  November - Whole School Panto th

11  November - Year 1 & 2 Tower of London Trip th

12  November - Winter Warmer 17:00th

16  November - PTFA Zoom Meeting 20:00th

18  November - Year 1 & 2 Tower of London Trip th

20  November - New Year R Parent Tours (2027 intake)th

23  November - New Year R Parent Tours (2027 intake)rd
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Term dates 2026/2027

23  October - Inset Day (closed to pupils)rd

26  - 30  October - Half Termth th

21  December - 1  January - Christmas Holidaysst st

4  January - Inset Day (closed to pupils)th

15  February - 19  February - Half Termth th

22  February - Inset Day (closed to pupils) nd

26  March - 9  April - Easter Holidaysth th

31  May - 4  June - Half Term st th

28  June - Inset Day (closed to pupils) th

21  July - Last Day of Termst

Kandy (starcare) - last day

We are sad to say Kandy has her last day with us tomorrow, Friday 16th October. Kandy
has been a valued member of our Starcare team for over a year. We are sad to see her
go but wish her all the best in her new role. 

We have rescheduled the organisation of our container for this Saturday, 17  October
at 10am. For any volunteers willing to help Mr John with this, please could you let the
office know as soon as possible. We would be so grateful for your assistance - Thank
you!! 

th

Container day - Can you help? 
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Litter picking equipment

Next week and over half term it is the turn of OTTER class to borrow the litter picking
equipment. If you wish to borrow the sets of equipment for an evening or over the half
term, please speak to Mr Harris-Hooton.

Breakfast at starcare 

As a reminder, if your child attends Starcare before school and you wish for them to
have breakfast there, they must be in by 8am at the latest. After this time, unfortunately
we will be unable to offer your child breakfast. 

 ‘how we teach phonics and reading’ workshop

Tomorrow, Friday 16  October at 9am, we will be holding a workshop for parents and
carers on ‘how we teach phonics and reading’. Come along to find out how your child
learns this at school and how you can support them at home. We look forward to
seeing you there. 

th

A huge thank you to all the parents and carers who came along to help out for pizza
making this week - We are so grateful for your help. 
The children had a great time putting their plans into action and creating their very
own delicious pizzas! We hope they enjoyed tucking into them!

Thank you 
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A huge thank you to parents and the PTFA who generously donated packets of bulbs.
The Year One and Two children have begun to plant these in tyre planters outside their
classrooms as part of their Nature and Environmental Education lessons.
We can't wait to see them bloom in the spring, as we increase the biodiversity of our
school grounds.

bulb donations

Importance of immunisations 

Vaccination is the most important thing we can do to protect ourselves and our
children against ill health. They are the most effective way to prevent many infectious
diseases. Keeping up to date with vaccinations help protect your child. 

As a reminder to parents and carers, if your child has had sickness or diarrhoea, they
are unable to return to school until 48 hours after the last bout. This is an NHS
guideline to limit the spread of infection. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sickness and diarrhoea

SChool council

Next week we will be emailing out information regarding the chance for your child to
become part of our School Council. We will be asking children to prepare a short
speech, send in a video or make a poster explaining "Why I would make a great School
Councillor." The deadline will be Monday 2nd November at 9am.
Further information will follow next week.
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     School Governor Vacancy

Are you passionate about children’s education? If you are enthusiastic and motivated
to improve school standards, care deeply about the community we live in, and have a
broad skillset that could support our governing board, we’d love to hear from you. 
We have two vacancies available for a Co-opted Governor. Please email us for an
application form. adminoffice@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk 

Assembly visit

If you are a professional that would like to come in and talk to the children at an
assembly about what you do, we would love for you to join us and share your
experiences. We welcome a variety of backgrounds and jobs. Please speak with your
child’s class teacher or talk to the office to arrange this. 

modelling road safety behaviour

Please see the leaflet attached to this newsletter relating to Road Safety Behaviour. 
Modelling road safety behaviour – parent/carer leaflet

Is your child starting school in September 2027? If you would like to join us on one of
our selected tour dates - Please visit our website to book. 
Applications open for Hampshire residents on Sunday 1  November 2026 and will
close on Friday 15  January 2027. Please visit www.hants.gov.uk/admissions for
further information. 

st

th

Prospective parent Tours  

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/xEzqLOV8RGtXGhKN?ref=Link
https://www.hants.gov.uk/admissions
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On Thursday 22  October, Mrs Tottem will be holding a coffee and conversation at
2:30pm. Everyone is invited! 

nd

Coffee and conversation

This Saturday, Mrs Dear and members of our Eco Committee are hosting a stall at the
RSPB North East Hants Group Autumn Fayre.
They will be selling various products which have been made by children in all the year
one and two classes. The money our stall raises will be split between the charity and
our school to put towards our environmental projects.

We would love to see lots of friendly faces of families from our school at the event,
supporting us and the charity. Please spread the word to friends and family.

Saturday 17th October from 10:30am to 3pm, held at Southwood Community Hall
Links Way, Farnborough, GU14 ONA (near Morrisons).

rspb autumn fayre

On Saturday 7  November, Fleet Lions are holding their annual Fleet Firework Fiesta.
This event is a cherished community tradition, raising vital funds to support local
causes and bring families together in celebration. Please see the poster attached
below for further information.

th

Fleet Firework Fiesta



YOU have been invited to Reading FC's Schools & Grassroots fixture against Bromley
on Saturday 21st November!
🎟️ Get 40% OFF tickets
Use code #TweseldownInfantsSchool when booking. The code is available on tickets in
the Eamonn Dolan Stand and Y19/Y20 of the Sir John Madejski Stand. Codes are valid
until midnight on Friday 20th November.
 
To redeem your discount, visit tickets.readingfc.co.uk, log in, select your tickets and
enter your unique code in the basket. Your 40% discount will then be applied.
🏆 If we sell 25+ tickets, we'll be entered into a draw to win a Reading FC matchday
experience!
⭐ We could also be named School/Club of the Match if we sell the most tickets!
Let's get as many of us there as possible! 💙💙

Reading FC are also opening the doors of the Select Car Leasing Stadium on Tuesday
27th October for a special Open Training Session – completely FREE to attend and
open to all supporters.
Come along and take your place in the stands as Leam Richardson puts the First Team
squad through their paces on the SCL pitch, and enjoy the opportunity to see a
different side of life at Reading Football Club. There’ll also be a Kit Man Sale, giving
supporters the chance to pick up a selection of Reading FC kit and training wear. 

Entry is completely FREE, but supporters will need to claim their free event ticket in
advance. Free parking will also be available at the stadium on a first-come, first-served
basis.
https://tickets.readingfc.co.uk/Stadium/Index?eventId=3768
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Reading fc schools and grassroots offer

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ftickets.readingfc.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,ZHepkA4rsWrGpkkXFv61YCIjsDDk9dsAx3hPPQm4n3P5pR1Lg6x3ZeITTOxfS4Vn30ulmF5QK46EitXt2RI_xxHaexNAQXxC-pGZCivU9sM-WMEZsgtZXb8KHA,,&typo=1
https://tickets.readingfc.co.uk/Stadium/Index?eventId=3768


 

RECEPTIONRECEPTION

Year R have been incredibly busy this week! We had great fun on our very first trip from
school, as we walked to the postbox to post the lovely pictures we had created for our
families. The children were fantastic and made their teachers feel very proud. A big thank
you to all the grown-ups who helped us along the way.

This week, our learning has focused on healthy eating and what it means to make healthy
choices. We have been busy creating healthy eating plates, making colourful watermelon
crafts and even designing our own pea pods. In English, we enjoyed discussing different
foods and sorting them into healthy and unhealthy categories. We also learned about the
things that help keep our bodies strong and healthy, explored descriptive language to
describe different foods, and took part in exercise activities to investigate how
movement affects our heartbeats.

In Maths, we have continued our learning about number. We have been taking a closer
look at the number 5 and exploring how numbers are composed of ones. We have also
been focusing on the composition of the numbers 3 and 4, building a deeper
understanding of how numbers can be made in different ways.

On Monday 19th October, we will be having our picnic between 14:30pm and 15:00pm.
Please feel free to join us as the children will have created their own snack, and would
love to celebrate the start of their Year R journey with you. We are hoping to hold this
outside if the weather is good so please bring a coat! If it decides to rain, we will
celebrate in our classrooms.



 

YEAR 1 + 2YEAR 1 + 2

This week the children had lots of fun cooking their own pizzas! They learnt how to mix
and knead dough, roll and pat it into a pizza shape, spread on the tomato sauce and then
chop and add toppings. Thank you to all the parent helpers who came in and made the
pizza making so special!

In English the children have been writing their own pizza poems. They started by learning
a poem as a class and adding actions. They then used their own experience of cooking
pizzas to write a poem. Their poems included descriptive language and onomatopoeia.

Further, in Maths the children have been using tens frames and part-part-whole cherry
models to represent number sentences. Including making the ‘five and a bit’ numbers 6-
10. Can your child show you what needs to be added to 5 to make one of those numbers?

In Geography we have been continuing our learning on the UK. We learnt the names of
the capital cities in the UK and discussed the changes in weather around the UK. In PE we
have been learning new yoga poses and helping find ways to exercise our bodies and
calm our minds.



YEAR 1 + 2YEAR 1 + 2

 

Please see the below information: 

PE DAYS

BEYOND THE GATE

Wednesday - Robin & Owl 
Friday - Woodpecker & Kingfisher 



 

BEYOND THE GATE
& ECO SCHOOLS 
BEYOND THE GATE
& ECO SCHOOLS 

Blog
To see what activities and adventures the children get up to in their sessions, as
well as the new BtG after school club, please take a look at our blog. This is updated
regularly.
Tweseldown Infant School - Beyond the Gate Blog

Gardening
We have recently started a gardening club and are looking for a team of volunteers
to help with this and gardening tasks around the school. This could be on a regular
basis or an adhoc basis throughout the year. Enhanced DBS is required.
Please let us know if you are interested in helping us and the children.

RSPB AUTUMN FAYRE - SATURDAY 17th October Southwood Community Centre,
Links Way GU14 0NA   
A lovely family friendly Autumn Fayre with lots of different stalls and activities-
including a stall by our school, selling items made by our children!

FABULOUS FUNGI FORAY - SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER AT 2PM  meet at the car park of
BASINGBOURNE PARK CHURCH CROOKHAM (end of Basingbourne Road, GU52
6TQ). 
Learn all about fungi! Mrs Dear is planning to attend this event.
To book a place or get more information please email: Fleet.WEX@hotmail.com

Wellesley Woodland Walks  
There are also some lovely events and walks arranged by the Wellesley Woodland
Group. Please see the poster further down this newsletter for their up and coming
events.

Pumpkin Carving & Storytelling on Monument Field before joining Merry-Go-Round
Storytelling for slightly spooky tales around the magic tree. An opportunity to carve
the family pumpkin followed by a magical woodland story. 
To book follow this link:
Wellesley Woodlands Pumpkin Carving and Storytime Tickets, Tuesday 27 October
• 4:30 PM - 6 PM | Eventbrite

https://www.tweseldowninfantschool.co.uk/page/?title=Beyond+the+Gate+Blog&pid=130
mailto:Fleet.WEX@hotmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wellesley-woodlands-pumpkin-carving-and-storytime-tickets-2002552103248?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dvctzhu&fbclid=IwY2xjawUyMUZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7wcF5BX2PEnhdSc-XH348pFNpMCIpajg4H2G8pa7vjSgQ_71EZu3589NBadQ_aem_naHo5rVq-dSGA9IB0893ng
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wellesley-woodlands-pumpkin-carving-and-storytime-tickets-2002552103248?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dvctzhu&fbclid=IwY2xjawUyMUZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7wcF5BX2PEnhdSc-XH348pFNpMCIpajg4H2G8pa7vjSgQ_71EZu3589NBadQ_aem_naHo5rVq-dSGA9IB0893ng


 

PTFAPTFA

It was great to see so many excited faces at the first mufti day of the year. Thank you
for all your contributions. During our PTFA meeting this week, we began discussing
with the school how best to spend the funds we are raising this year, and many
fabulous ideas were put forward. 

We will continue to keep you updated throughout the year.  

If you would like to get involved with the PTFA, please do get in touch. We are always
looking for more volunteers. Email us at PTFA@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk 

Quiz Night Rescheduled 
Unfortunately, we have had to postpone our Quiz Night due to low booking numbers.
We appreciate that this is a particularly busy time of year, so we hope to rearrange it
for February/ March. We have emailed all ticket holders regarding refunds or the
option to transfer tickets to the new date. 

Thank you so much for your support. 

12th November: Winter Warmer 5-6pm 
We are looking forward to this year’s Winter Warmer shortly after half-term! This is a
wonderful opportunity for children to enjoy a cosy story at school in their pyjamas and
decorate a Christmas card. 
Please follow the link below to sign your child up and select the book they would like
to listen to: http://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ceFdCMV0my 
Note that you will not receive an email confirmation so do take note of your child’s
book choice. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with setting up and clearing away on the
night. Your support is greatly appreciated. Volunteersignup.org/J9TMK 

http://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ceFdCMV0my
https://volunteersignup.org/J9TMK


PTFAPTFA

 

16th November: Second-hand uniform sale 2.45pm-3.45pm 

27th November: Festive Fireworks 
Soak up the festive spirit with low-level fireworks, fun stalls, and lots of yummy food!  
Tickets will be available after half-term. 

10th December: Winter Disco £2.50 

17th December: PTFA Mufti Day £1 
Note that this has changed from 18 December so the children can enjoy a full day of
Mufti! 







HELPFUL CONTACTSHELPFUL CONTACTS

 
 

CAMHS - Hampshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service – helping with emotional
wellbeing and mental health for children aged 5-18 years old. https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/

ERIC-Help coping with children bedwetting. https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/ 

Family Lives -Co-parenting after divorce or separation. Free online help, or call for free on
0808 800 2222 https://www.familylives.org.uk/ 

Gingerbread -Advice and practical support for single parents https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/ 

Grief Encounter -Supporting bereaved children and young people.
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/ 

Parentkind -Loads of resources for parents, covering many topics, including Common Sense
Media; Fatherhood; Childcare Choices. https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-
resources/parenting

Psicon-A specialist team, offering the highest quality diagnostic assessments, treatment and
support for Autism, ADHD and Mental Wellbeing. https://www.psicon.co.uk/ 

Relate -Get help with: counselling; mediation; supporting parent relationships; work place
relationship support. https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-
counselling 

Rainbow Trust -Support for seriously ill children and their families.
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/ 

Safe Haven Aldershot -Drop in, 365 days a year for mental health crisis. 6-11pm, Monday –
Friday; 12:30pm-11pm weekends and bank holidays. 
Also available virtually using link: https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot 

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot 

Together for Short Lives -Family support team and helpline provides families of seriously ill
children with emotional, financial and practical support and advice. Helpline: 0808 8088 100
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/ 

The Sleep Charity -Advice and support with bedtimes and sleep.
 https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

Winston’s Wish -Bereavement charity supporting grieving children and families.
https://winstonswish.org/ 

Young Minds -A place of support if your child is struggling with anxiety. 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/ 

 
 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/
https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.psicon.co.uk/
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/
https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot
https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://winstonswish.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/






















THE RSPB NORTH EAST HANTS
LOCAL GROUP 

Southwood Community Hall 
Links Way, Farnborough, GU14 ONA

 
Lots of different Stalls, 

Gifts, Books, Jigsaws, Tombola,
Refreshments 

Supported by young people from
Tweseldown school 

Near Morrisons 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. England and Wales no

207076, Scotland no. SC037654 www.rspb.org.uk 

 Nature is in crisis. 
Together we can save it 

Free Entry 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants/
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