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            diary dates

             
9  October - Mufti Day th

                        - ‘How we Teach Maths’ Workshop 09:00

12  October - PTFA Zoom Meeting 20:00th

13  October - Harvest Festival 09:00th

15  October - Pupil Photograph Dayth

16  October - ‘How we Teach Phonics’ Workshop 09:00th

                         - PTFA Quiz Night 19:30

19  October - Year R Picnic 14:30th

21  October - Book Fairst

                         - Parents Evening 15:30 - 18:00

22  October - Book Fairnd

                          - Coffee and Conversation with Mrs Tottem 14:30
                          - Parents Evening 17:00 - 19:30 

23  October - Inset Dayrd

                 

October

Mr John - Container Help

Unfortunately Mr John has to postpone the organising of the container that was
due to take place this Saturday, 10  October. We apologise to anyone that was able
to help on this day and will let you know when a new date can be arranged - Thank
you. 

th
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Term dates 2026/2027

23  October - Inset Day (closed to pupils)rd

26  - 30  October - Half Termth th

21  December - 1  January - Christmas Holidaysst st

4  January - Inset Day (closed to pupils)th

15  February - 19  February - Half Termth th

22  February - Inset Day (closed to pupils) nd

26  March - 9  April - Easter Holidaysth th

31  May - 4  June - Half Term st th

28  June - Inset Day (closed to pupils) th

21  July - Last Day of Termst

‘How we teach maths’ workshop

Tomorrow, Friday 9th October, we will be holding a ‘How we teach maths’ workshop
for parents and carers. Please come along to find out how we teach maths at school
and how you can support your child with this at home. 

Parent Diary

A parent diary has been created which covers school events up until Christmas. A
copy will be emailed out with this newsletter. 
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Harvest Festival

We are currently accepting harvest festival items. A table has been set up in our
foyer for the donations. Thank you for each and every contribution - It will make a
real difference. 

Below is a list of items we would like to request - this is only a guide. Unfortunately
we cannot accept any fresh food - please make sure all food items are in date. 
 

Tinned soup. 
Tinned Vegetables and tomatoes, No Pulses or lentils 
Baked beans, spaghetti or hoops 
Tinned ham and meats  
Dried pastas and pasta sauces. 
Pot noodle / super noodles  
Cooking sauces either jars or packets 
Gravy, stock cubes or spices 
Mayonnaise, ketchup or brown sauce  
Pickled onions and pickle 
Stuffing 
Custard and rice pudding, Tinned fruit, jam and jelly 
Tea, coffee or hot chocolate  
Biscuits 
Crisps 
Sweets and treats 
Christmas puddings  

 

pARENTS EVENING

If you haven’t already done so, there is still time to book a parents evening slot!
Please note there is only 1 slot available per child. 
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As part of the KS1 (Year One and Two) Environmental Education and Nature lessons,
we are hoping that each class will be able make a " spring bulb lasagne" for outside
their classrooms.

To be able to achieve this, we would appreciate donations of the following bulbs for
each class:
Crocus
Snowdrops
Narcisus
Muscari (Grape Hyacinth)
Tulips
Daffodils
Alliums

We appreciate these are not cheap, so perhaps you could buddy up with another
parent to buy a packet of one type. Please hand them to your class teacher or put
them in the yellow Forest School donation box in the school entrance.
Donations needed by: Monday 12  Octoberth

bulb donations

Litter picking equipment

Next week it is the turn of BADGER class to borrow the litter picking equipment. If you
wish to borrow the sets of equipment for an evening or the weekend, please speak to
Mrs Premier-Scaife.

Sickness and diarrhoea

As a reminder to parents and carers, if your child has had sickness or diarrhoea, they
are unable to return to school until 48 hours after the last bout. This is an NHS
guideline to limit the spread of infection. Thank you for your cooperation. 



IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

If you have a child starting school in September 2027 and would like to join us on one
of our selected tour dates, please visit our website to book. 
Applications open for Hampshire residents on Sunday 1  November 2026 and will
close on Friday 15  January 2027. Please visit www.hants.gov.uk/admissions for
further information. 

st

th

Prospective parent Tours  

     School Governor Vacancy

Importance of immunisations 

Vaccination is the most important thing we can do to protect ourselves and our
children against ill health. They are the most effective way to prevent many infectious
diseases. Keeping up to date with vaccinations help protect your child. 

Are you passionate about children’s education? If you are enthusiastic and motivated
to improve school standards, care deeply about the community we live in, and have a
broad skillset that could support our governing board, we’d love to hear from you. 
We have two vacancies available for a Co-opted Governor. Please email us for an
application form. adminoffice@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk 

Resource Provision - Drop Off

From Monday 12  October, please can we ask parents and carers who are dropping
children to school and then waiting to drop off a child at Dragonfly class that you leave
the year R area between this time. The area at the front of school would be an ideal
waiting area, with a bench located there and shelter if it’s bad weather. The gates will
then be reopened at 9am for entry to Dragonfly class. 

th

https://www.hants.gov.uk/admissions
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FOrces Families - Deployment Pack

If your child has a parent that has been or is due to be deployed, please talk to the
office or your child’s class teacher about our deployment pack. The pack includes two
lovely bears, one for the parent to take with them on deployment and one for the child
to keep at home with them. 

Year 1 & 2 - Pizza Making Day
Year 1 & 2 will be making delicious pizza on Monday 12th October, Tuesday 13th
October and Wednesday 14th October. If you are able to volunteer to help out with
this activity, please speak to your class teacher or email us
adminoffice@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk 
When helping, you would be with a member of staff and a small group of children,
following a recipe to make dough before spreading on the tomato sauce and toppings.

Pupil Photo day
On Thursday 15  October, it is photograph day! Our photographer will be in at 7:45am
for children and older/younger sibling photos. If your child has an older or younger
sibling and you wish for a photo of them together please come to the office between
7:45am and 8:20am. We will not be allowing families through after 8:20am.  

th

If your child’s siblings are all at Tweseldown Infant School, these photos will take place
within the school day. 

If you are a professional that would like to come in and talk to the children at an
assembly about what you do, we would love for you to join us and share your
experiences. We welcome a variety of backgrounds and jobs. Please speak with your
child’s class teacher or talk to the office to arrange this. 

Assembly visit
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Flu Vaccine 

An email was sent out yesterday with a link for parents and carers to give permission
for your child to receive the flu vaccine at school. If you have not done this already,
please follow this link  https://www.hiowhealthcareimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu?
schoolcode=SH116020
This vaccination is given in school but only if we receive prior permission. Thank you. 

On Friday 16  October at 9am, we will be holding a workshop for parents and carers on
‘how we teach phonics and reading’. We look forward to seeing you there. 

th

 ‘how we teach phonics and reading’ workshop

Coffee and conversation

On Thursday 22  October, Mrs Tottem will be holding a coffee and conversation at
2:30pm. Everyone is invited! 

nd

Attendance 

Last year our attendance rate was 97.2% which is a great achievement! Thank you for
your co-operation to ensure each and every child is attending school consistently and
receiving the education to enable them to learn and develop well. We hope that this
years attendance is just as impressive! 

https://www.hiowhealthcareimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=SH116020
https://www.hiowhealthcareimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=SH116020


 

RECEPTIONRECEPTION

This week we have continued our learning on families by looking at the book: ‘The
Large Family’. The children have enjoyed discussing the story and developing their
understanding of family relationships. We have practised sequencing the story,
thinking carefully about what happened at the beginning, middle and end. We have
also been labelling different family members, using our phonics knowledge to help us
hear and write sounds.

The children have worked hard to create special pictures for their adults, which are
now ready to be posted home. Please remember to give your child's stamped envelope
to their adult as soon as possible.

In phonics, we have been learning new sounds and practising both segmenting and
blending.

Segmenting is when children break a word down into individual sounds (e.g. c-a-t).
Blending is when children push those sounds together to read the word (e.g. c-a-t =
cat).

The children have worked incredibly hard to apply these skills when reading and
writing.

We have also started guided reading sessions. Your child's reading book will be coming
home for the week. Please try to read with your child regularly and talk about the story
together. Repeated reading helps children build their confidence, fluency and
understanding of the text. Please can the wallets stay in the children's book bags as we
will put any sounds or letters in these.

In maths, we have been focusing on careful counting. The children have been learning
the importance of touching or moving each object as they count, saying one number
for each item and checking that they do not count any objects more than once. This
helps children develop accurate counting skills and a secure understanding of number.

Our local walk to the post box will take place on:
Hedgehog Class: Monday 12th
Mouse Class: Tuesday 13th
Squirrel Class: Wednesday 14th

If you would like to help out, please speak to your child's class teacher. We will be
leaving at 9am and should be back to school by 9:45am.



 

YEAR 1 + 2YEAR 1 + 2

What a fantastic and busy week we have had in KS1!

In Maths, Year 1 have been exploring the composition of numbers to 5, using practical
activities to investigate how numbers can be made in different ways. Year 2 have been
developing their understanding of place value and number facts, building confidence
in recognising, comparing and working with numbers.

Our English learning has continued through our exciting pizza-themed topic. The
children have enjoyed creating pizza menus, designing their own pizzas, discussing
their favourite toppings, and learning how to write recipes and ingredient lists. We also
explored some fascinating facts about pizzas from around the world and debated the
important question: Does pineapple belong on a pizza? The children had some very
strong opinions!

In Geography, we have been learning about the weather in the UK and what happens
when weather becomes extreme. The children worked collaboratively to sort and
discuss seasonal photographs, identify key features of each season and develop their
geographical vocabulary. We have particularly enjoyed exploring the signs of autumn
and discussing how our local environment changes throughout the year. We have also
sent our Autumn Walk Homework Project and are looking forward to seeing the
wonderful photographs, drawings, crafts and collections the children bring in to share
with their classmates.

In Science, the children learnt about the famous inventor and artist Leonardo da Vinci.
We explored his early ideas about flight and discovered how inventors throughout
history have been inspired by nature. To investigate this further, the children created
and tested paper spinners, which replicated the movement of a helicopter rotor. They
enjoyed making predictions, observing what happened and discussing how changing
the design affected how the spinner travelled through the air.

In Music, we continued learning the song ‘The King is in the Castle’. The children have
been developing their singing skills and enjoyed creating their own imaginative
versions by changing the characters within the song.

In PE, the children have been practising their fundamental movement skills outdoors
and taking part in yoga sessions to improve their balance, flexibility and wellbeing. 



YEAR 1 + 2YEAR 1 + 2

 

Alongside this, we have been reinforcing the importance of good hygiene and
handwashing, linking this to our learning across the curriculum.

Finally, thank you for your continued support with reading, spellings and
homework. The children love sharing their learning from home, and we always
appreciate the time and effort you put into supporting them. We look forward to
seeing the fantastic Autumn Walk projects over the coming weeks! 

Please see the below information: 

PE DAYS

BEYOND THE GATE

Wednesday - Robin & Owl 
Friday - Woodpecker & Kingfisher 



 

BEYOND THE GATE BEYOND THE GATE 

Volunteers
There are still plenty of spaces to sign up to help in Beyond the Gate, if you haven't
joined us already. Volunteersignup.org/9MM99

Blog
To see what opportunities and activities the children get up to in their sessions, as well
as the new BtG after school club, please take a look at our blog. This is updated
regularly.
Tweseldown Infant School - Beyond the Gate Blog

Willow Fencing Installation
There are still a few panels of willow fencing which need installing in Beyond the Gate.
If you are able to help one Wednesday or Friday after drop off or after school, please
contact Mrs Dear on: beyondthegate@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk

https://volunteersignup.org/9MM99
https://www.tweseldowninfantschool.co.uk/page/?title=Beyond+the+Gate+Blog&pid=130


 

Eco Committee
Last week our new Eco Committee helped fill up the bird feeders in BtG and learnt how
to water all the newer trees on our field, including the apple trees. They have agreed
that this is a regular job they will do at the start of their BtG sessions, when needed.
They also shared their brilliant ideas for how we could improve things in our school,
including creating more minibeast habitats, having a living roof and growing
vegetables.

Gardening
We have recently started a gardening club and are looking for a team of volunteers to
help with this and gardening tasks around the school. This could be on a regular basis
or an adhoc basis throughout the year. Enhanced DBS is required.
Please let us know if you are interested in helping us and the children.

RSPB Wildlife Explorers Club
RSPB Bat Walk
Our local RSPB Wildlife Explorers organised a brilliant bat walk on Friday, and two of
our pupils (who are also members of the Eco Committee) attended the event. They
were led by an expert who helped them identify bats, showed them a real bat and
taught them how to use bat detectors!
Mrs Dear was thrilled to receive these photos. What a great opportunity. 

ECO SCHOOLSECO SCHOOLS



 

ECO SCHOOLSECO SCHOOLS

Their next events are: 
RSPB AUTUMN FAYRE - SATURDAY 17TH October 10:30am - 3pm
Southwood Community Centre, Links Way GU14 0NA   
A lovely family friendly Autumn Fayre with lots of different stalls and activities-
including a stall by members of our Eco Committee, selling items made by our very
own children!

FABULOUS FUNGI FORAY - SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER AT 2 PM  
Meet at the car park of BASINGBOURNE PARK CHURCH CROOKHAM (end of
Basingbourne Road, GU52 6TQ). 
Learn all about fungi! Mrs Dear is planning to attend this event.
To book a place or get more information please email: Fleet.WEX@hotmail.com

Wellesley Woodland Walks  
There are also some lovely events and walks arranged by the Wellesley Woodland
Group. Please see the attached poster for their up and coming events.

Pumpkin Carving & Storytelling 
On Monument Field, before joining Merry-Go-Round Storytelling for slightly spooky
tales around the magic tree. An opportunity to carve the family pumpkin followed by a
magical woodland story. 

To book follow this link:
Wellesley Woodlands Pumpkin Carving and Storytime Tickets, Tuesday 27 October •
4:30 PM - 6 PM | Eventbrite

mailto:Fleet.WEX@hotmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wellesley-woodlands-pumpkin-carving-and-storytime-tickets-2002552103248?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dvctzhu&fbclid=IwY2xjawUyMUZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7wcF5BX2PEnhdSc-XH348pFNpMCIpajg4H2G8pa7vjSgQ_71EZu3589NBadQ_aem_naHo5rVq-dSGA9IB0893ng
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wellesley-woodlands-pumpkin-carving-and-storytime-tickets-2002552103248?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv4_a1demo0dvctzhu&fbclid=IwY2xjawUyMUZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7wcF5BX2PEnhdSc-XH348pFNpMCIpajg4H2G8pa7vjSgQ_71EZu3589NBadQ_aem_naHo5rVq-dSGA9IB0893ng


 

PTFAPTFA

PTFA NEWS 
Mufti, Quiz Night and Winter Warmer; there is lots of fun to look forward to over the
next few weeks. Read on to find out more! 
 
9th October: PTFA Mufti Day £1  
Children can come to school wearing their own clothes.  
If you have not opted for the payment bundle, please use this link for your £1
contribution https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QJV688NW  

There is still time to pay for a £12.50 bundle. QR codes are on classroom windows, on
your class WhatsApp group or use the payment details below.  

Name: Tweseldown Infant School PTFA  
Account number: 27335060  
Sort code: 30-80-42  

Please ensure you put your child’s name and current class as the reference.  

12th October at 8pm: PTFA Monthly Meeting on Zoom  
Everyone is very welcome to join us via the link below:  
https://zoom.us/j/9218696681?
pwd=1i8JqXpBRmpLrdsgFhi6DqElbnnSAC.1&omn=97805433764  

16th October from 19.30 to 22.00: PTFA Quiz Night £10 per person 
There is only one week to go until Quiz Night! This is always a fun evening for parents
and carers, past and present. Why not form a team with other parents from your
child(ren)'s class? It's a great opportunity to socialise, meet other parents and win
some great prizes! 
All funds raised will go directly to the teachers to purchase classroom resources. 

https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QJV688NW
https://zoom.us/j/9218696681?pwd=1i8JqXpBRmpLrdsgFhi6DqElbnnSAC.1&omn=97805433764
https://zoom.us/j/9218696681?pwd=1i8JqXpBRmpLrdsgFhi6DqElbnnSAC.1&omn=97805433764
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12th November: Winter Warmer 5-6pm 
We are officially launching Winter Warmer! 

A firm favourite to get your little one into the winter spirit! Children are invited to
come to school in the evening wearing pyjamas and enjoy a story with one of our
wonderful teachers. Children will also have the opportunity to decorate a Christmas
card. 

Next week, we will be sending out a link for you to sign up and choose the book your
child would like to read. We will also be looking for volunteers to help on the night. 

This event is free and funded by the PTFA. 

16th November: Second-hand uniform sale 2.45pm-3.45pm 

27th November: Festive Fireworks 
Soak up the festive spirit with low-level fireworks, fun stalls, and lots of yummy food!
More information will come on this soon! 

10th December: Winter Disco £2.50 

18th December: PTFA Mufti Day £1





HELPFUL CONTACTSHELPFUL CONTACTS

 
 

CAMHS - Hampshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service – helping with emotional
wellbeing and mental health for children aged 5-18 years old. https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/

ERIC-Help coping with children bedwetting. https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/ 

Family Lives -Co-parenting after divorce or separation. Free online help, or call for free on
0808 800 2222 https://www.familylives.org.uk/ 

Gingerbread -Advice and practical support for single parents https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/ 

Grief Encounter -Supporting bereaved children and young people.
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/ 

Parentkind -Loads of resources for parents, covering many topics, including Common Sense
Media; Fatherhood; Childcare Choices. https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-
resources/parenting

Psicon-A specialist team, offering the highest quality diagnostic assessments, treatment and
support for Autism, ADHD and Mental Wellbeing. https://www.psicon.co.uk/ 

Relate -Get help with: counselling; mediation; supporting parent relationships; work place
relationship support. https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-
counselling 

Rainbow Trust -Support for seriously ill children and their families.
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/ 

Safe Haven Aldershot -Drop in, 365 days a year for mental health crisis. 6-11pm, Monday –
Friday; 12:30pm-11pm weekends and bank holidays. 
Also available virtually using link: https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot 

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot 

Together for Short Lives -Family support team and helpline provides families of seriously ill
children with emotional, financial and practical support and advice. Helpline: 0808 8088 100
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/ 

The Sleep Charity -Advice and support with bedtimes and sleep.
 https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

Winston’s Wish -Bereavement charity supporting grieving children and families.
https://winstonswish.org/ 

Young Minds -A place of support if your child is struggling with anxiety. 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/ 

 
 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/
https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.psicon.co.uk/
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/
https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot
https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://winstonswish.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/






















THE RSPB NORTH EAST HANTS
LOCAL GROUP 

Southwood Community Hall 
Links Way, Farnborough, GU14 ONA

 
Lots of different Stalls, 

Gifts, Books, Jigsaws, Tombola,
Refreshments 

Supported by young people from
Tweseldown school 

Near Morrisons 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. England and Wales no

207076, Scotland no. SC037654 www.rspb.org.uk 

 Nature is in crisis. 
Together we can save it 

Free Entry 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/northeasthants/
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