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            diary dates
              
17  July - PTFA Mufti Day (£1)th

                 - Robin Beyond the Gate (Whole day)

20  July - Squirrel Parents Meeting 09:00th

                  - Year 2 Leavers Treat 13:00 - 15:00

21  July - Leavers Assembly Woodpecker & Kingfisher 09:00st

22  July - Leavers Assembly Robin & Owl 09:00nd

                  - End of Term - 13:30 Finish 

July

A message from mrs tottem

As we come to the end of another successful school year, we would like to say a huge
thank you to all of our parents and carers for your continued support and partnership.
Together, we have celebrated many achievements, embraced new challenges, and
watched our children grow and learn. Our values encompassed by the acronym SHINE
has been thoroughly embraced by each pupil at Tweseldown. We have all been
working on sharing, honesty, independence, embracing new experiences and enjoying
learning. Each pupils' enthusiasm, kindness, and determination have made us
incredibly proud, and these accomplishments would not have been possible without
your strong home school relationship which we value so highly.

Like myself, I am sure you would like to thank our dedicated staff, whose commitment
and care have made such a positive difference to every child throughout the year.

We hope you all enjoy a well deserved, restful summer break filled with happy
moments with family and friends. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
refreshed and ready for another exciting year of growing and learning together on the
2nd September (for years 1 and 2). Thank you for being such an important part of our
school community.



 

22  July - Last Day of Schoolnd

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
IMPORTANT
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Term dates2026 

1  September - Inset Day (closed to pupils) st

2  September - First Day of Term (Yr 1 + 2)nd

23  October - Inset Day (closed to pupils)rd

26  - 30  October - Half Termth th

21  December - 1  January - Christmas
Holidays

st st

4  January - Inset Day (closed to pupils)th

15  February - 19  February - Half Termth th

22  February - Inset Day (closed to pupils) nd

26  March - 9  April - Easter Holidaysth th

28  June - Inset Day (closed to pupils) th

21  July - Last Day of Termst

 2026/2027

Squirrel parents meeting

On Monday 20  July, Squirrel parents will be meeting with Mrs Tottem and Miss
Saunders at 09:00.

th
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Year 2 leavers treat

The PTFA are planning a very special afternoon of fun for our Year 2 leavers on Monday
20th July! They have some fantastic activities lined up to celebrate them and their time

at Tweseldown.

Leavers Assembly

Woodpecker & Kingfisher class have their leavers assembly at 09:00 on Tuesday 21
July. 

st

Robin & Owl class have their leavers assembly on Wednesday 22  July at 09:00. nd

Caleb’s Coffee will be on-site both days.

Last Day of Term - Special Lunch 

As a treat, on the last day of term (Wednesday 22  July) we will be putting on a special
menu. The options for this day will be; Chicken Nuggets, Vegetable Nuggets or Jacket

Potato. Each child will also be offered a refreshing ice lolly to enjoy afterwards!

nd

Last day of term

The last day of term is WEDNESDAY 22  JULY - There will be an earlier finish time on
this day of 13:30. Starcare will not be available after school so if you need to make other

arrangements for your child to be collected that day, please organise this well in
advance. 

nd
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We would love members of our school and local community to knit or crochet blue and
white flowers, which we will use to create a sustainable "welcome back to school" arch

in September.
Using your own resources (wool / yarn) we welcome any size, shape or style of flower in

blue and white. Make as many or as few as you would like!

Completed flowers can be dropped off at the school office before Tuesday 21  July or
on Tuesday 1  September.

st

st

Can you crochet or knit? Or do you know someone who can?

Local Tree Surgeon

We are in need of a tree surgeon! If you or anyone you know lives locally and would be
willing to help us, please let us know. 

Year 1 Phonic Scores

For parents of Year 1 pupils, phonic scores will be in the children’s book bags this week. 
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We would like to say a huge thank you to our lovely PTFA ladies, Vicky and Natalie whose
children are moving up to Junior School in September and therefore will not be

continuing in their PTFA roles within Tweseldown. 
Their help and support for our school has been invaluable. We are so very grateful to

them for the effort and dedication they have shown, this has made such a difference to
the pupils at Tweseldown and they have provided lasting memories for the children!

We are really going to miss you - Thank you for everything.

Good Luck

We are very sad to be losing some members of our Tweseldown Team this year; 
Mr Wythe had his last day with us on Tuesday - We wish him all the best for the
future.
Mrs Hilton has decided to step away from teaching and is excited to begin a new
career path. 
Miss Megrath is really looking forward to moving back to Northern Ireland and closer
to her family.
Mrs Brooks has enjoyed her time at Tweseldown supporting children on a 121 basis. 

We will miss them tremendously, but wish them all the best for the future! Thank you
for being part of our Tweseldown Family. 

Thank you! 

Online Class Tours

Over the summer your child will be able to watch their new class teacher giving them a
tour of their new classroom, on our website.
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A group of Year 2 children wanted to give something back to the residents of Bourley
Grange Care Home. They spent some time with Mrs Tottem on Wednesday afternoon
preparing some delicious scones and this morning, they took a trip to deliver them.

Bourley Grange and their residents were delighted to see the children and were very
grateful for the yummy treats they were served! 

Bourley grange visit



IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

 

Holiday Activities and food (HAF) Programme

We would like to provide you with some information on this summer’s Holiday Activities
and Food (HAF) Programme.

Funded by the Department for Education, the HAF programme enables local authorities
to offer healthy food and enriching activities for free to children who receive benefit
related FSM during term time. 

There will be around 18 HAF schemes running across, or close to, the Hart and
Rushmoor areas, with each scheme offering a variety of fun activities and tasty meals
for children and young people who receive benefit-related free school meals (FSM). 

For summer 2026, a new central booking system has been introduced, which will make it
easier for families to find and book HAF activities. The new system includes built‑in
eligibility checking, so parents / carers no longer need to use the previously issued HAF
codes when making bookings. 

Families in Hart can visit the Hart HAF Booking Site to find local schemes and register
their interest, whilst families in Rushmoor can visit the Rushmoor HAF Booking Site.
Once registered, parents/carers will be sent an automatic email reminder to complete
their booking when summer bookings open at 9am on Monday 22nd June 2026. 

HAF FAQs are available on the connect4communities website: Hampshire Holiday
Activities and Food (HAF) frequently asked questions | Health and social care |
Hampshire County Council 

The HAF team can be contacted with any queries by emailing
connect4communities@hants.gov.uk, with the subject line FAO HAF.

https://eequ.org/harthaf
https://eequ.org/rushmoorhaf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
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This week, we became bakers in Design and Technology. We designed our own fairy
cakes then baked and decorated them. To celebrate our hard work, are going to finish
the week with a lovely class picnic together enjoying our tasty treats!

In Maths, we have been revisiting and consolidating our previous learning. We have been
practising our double facts and subtraction skills, showing great confidence and
enthusiasm. We have been working out whether a number is even or odd. We learnt that
an even number can be split into 2 equal numbers.

In English, we have been exploring our feelings and emotions about change as we
prepare for the exciting move to Year 1. We read a book about bravery and discussed
how we might feel about moving to a new classroom and meeting a new teacher. We
then wrote thoughtful letters and sent them to our new class teachers.

As we come to the end of the school year, we would like to thank you all for your
communication, encouragement and support throughout your child's first year at
school. We are incredibly proud of the progress every child has made this year, both
academically and personally. It has been a privilege to watch them grow in confidence,
independence, and resilience.
We wish them all the very best as they move on to Year 1 and look forward to hearing
about their future successes.
Have a wonderful summer break!



 

YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

What a wonderful week we have had all about fairy cakes! The children are becoming
fantastic bakers and have loved developing their cookery skills. We started the week by
tasting cakes baked by some of the teachers, including lemon, carrot, chocolate, sultana
and vanilla flavours. After tasting, the children designed their own cupcakes and then
worked in groups to bake their chosen creations. We practised important skills such as
weighing, sieving and mixing, and of course enjoyed adding some colourful sprinkles for
decoration!

In English, our learning was linked to our baking. We explored a recipe, identifying its key
features and discussing why instructions need to be clear and organised. The children
enjoyed ordering a mixed-up recipe and acting it out to help them remember the correct
sequence. We also learned about food hygiene and created informative posters for the
cookery room. Additionally, we wrote our own instructions to help the new Year R
children understand what they need to do at lunchtime when they join Tweseldown in
September. We proudly presented our work to Miss Saunders, who was very grateful for
our thoughtful help.

In Maths, we have continued to practise and recap our learning on place value, addition
and subtraction. We revisited the composition of numbers by splitting numbers into
tens and ones, ordered numbers on a number line, and played a fun dice game where we
challenged ourselves to create the smallest and then the biggest numbers possible. We
also used our knowledge to create number sentences and calculate with two-digit
numbers.

Although this may be our last full week in Year 1, the children have continued to work
incredibly hard and should be very proud of all they have achieved. We cannot wait to
enjoy our delicious cakes together at our tea parties on Friday afternoon! Please send
your child into school with an empty, named carrier bag ready for Monday. Thank you!

All of the staff in Year One would like to thank the parents and carers for your support
during the school year. Thank you for kind donations when they have been needed,
creating outfits for special days, joining us for experiences, supporting on school trips
and visits and being a lovely smile when we open the door. We have thoroughly enjoyed
teaching your children this year and all would like to wish everyone a wonderful and
relaxing summer holidays! 



 

YEAR 2 YEAR 2 

Wow! The penultimate week of term! We can't quite believe that we are almost at the
end of term. We are sure that there has been a lot of reflection already, from you all, as
we approach saying goodbye.  

In Design and Technology, the children have been reflecting on their completed moving
vehicles. They have thoughtfully evaluated their designs, considering what worked well,
any challenges they encountered and what they might improve if they were to make
their vehicles again. We have been impressed by their ability to talk confidently about
their vehicles and the skills they have developed throughout the process.

In English, the children have thoroughly enjoyed using their creativity to write their own
versions of ‘Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!’ We have loved seeing the imaginative
ideas they have come up with and the persuasive language they have used to create
entertaining and humorous stories inspired by the original text. Ask your child the title
of their version! They have loved making them in the form of mini books.

In Maths, the children have been tackling Sudoku challenges, developing problem-
solving skills and their resilience. They have also been taking part in number bond
challenges where they had to find 3 numbers that add together to make a given number,
in many ways.

Alongside our classroom learning, we have been busy rehearsing for our Leavers'
Assembly. We performed to the school and residents from Bourley Grange this morning.
The children have worked hard to learn their lines, songs and actions and we are excited
to share this special celebration with you next week.

Please remember to take your child's wellies home. Unfortunately, we cannot accept
donations of wellies this year. Please, also, send your child into school with an empty,
named carrier bag ready for Monday. Thank you!
As we approach our final week together, we continue to be incredibly proud of all the
children's hard work, enthusiasm and growth this year. They are showing just how ready
they are for the next exciting step in their school journey and also a fun, restful summer
holiday!



 

BtG Feedback Survey
As we approach the end of the academic year, we would be grateful if you could take a
few minutes to complete this evaluation: Beyond the Gate parent feedback July 2026 –
Fill in form.
It is really important to find out from you, and your child, your thoughts about our
Beyond the Gate Forest School which forms part of our school's enrichment and
enhancement opportunities, in order for us to develop, improve and sustain the
provision.
Before you complete it, you may wish to look at the Beyond the Gate blog on our
website, which shows the activities and opportunities the children have had:
Tweseldown Infant School - Beyond the Gate Blog or look at the scrap book which is
available to view in the school office.

Volunteers  
Mrs Dear would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has volunteered in
Beyond the Gate this academic year, whether a one off session or more regularly!
Without the support of volunteers, the sessions would not be able to go ahead, and so
she is very grateful to everyone who has helped.

Robin, Owl, Woodpecker and Kingfisher classes will be having Beyond the Gate sessions
when we return in September (week beg 7  Sept). A letter will be sent in the first week of
term with details.

th

Year 2 Whole Day sessions 
The Year 2 classes have been enjoying their whole day Forest School sessions, as part of
their leaver's celebrations. They have loved having longer time to fully immerse
themselves in their play and activities. They have had the opportunity to make flags
using the hapazome technique, create sun prints and use tools to create medals.
Due to the risks of lighting a fire in woodlands during the hot, dry weather, Mrs Dear still
managed to allow them to all have a smore by making pizza box solar ovens! They were
very gooey!

BEYOND THE GATE BEYOND THE GATE 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/PCN1cQ6Kjm
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/PCN1cQ6Kjm
https://www.tweseldowninfantschool.co.uk/page/?title=Beyond+the+Gate+Blog&pid=277


 

BEYOND THE GATEBEYOND THE GATE

Please see the photos of Year 2 BtG whole day sessions



 

ECO SCHOOLSECO SCHOOLS

We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded the Green Flag Eco School
award for our second year and this year we passed with merit!

As a school community we are working hard to improve our sustainability, our impact on
the environment and educate our children (and staff) about nature, the environment,
sustainable lifestyles, and how their small actions can make a big difference. It is lovely
to have our hard work and actions recognised in this award - and it means we can
continue to fly our Eco School's flag!

Thank you to everybody who has supported our projects and actions, including your
generous donations to charities during our David Attenborough week.

Here is our Eco School Award feedback, which summarises just some of the actions we
have taken this year. If you want to see everything we have done, take a look at our Eco
School's Blog: Tweseldown Infant School - Eco- Schools

https://www.tweseldowninfantschool.co.uk/page/?title=Eco%2D+Schools&pid=303


 

PTFAPTFA

A note from the current Chair and Treasurer 

Wow – what a year! 

A huge thank you to each and every one of you for so generously supporting the PTFA
with your time, energy and donations. 

The role of the PTFA is to create lasting memories for the children of Tweseldown Infant
School and their families through a series of activities and events held throughout the
year. These events raise valuable funds for the school, enabling us to support a wide
range of extra-curricular requests and enhancements that would otherwise be
impossible to fund within school budgets. 

Thanks to your support and generosity, purchases this year have included an outdoor
tannoy system, visualisers for each classroom and the DEN, bespoke teacher classroom
resource requests at the start of the year, additional one-off classroom requests, fans
to keep everyone cool, funding for Beyond The Gate Forest School consumable
resources, the brand-new Tweseldown Infant School mural, books, a shed, ducklings,
caterpillar-to-butterfly kits, a flagpole to showcase the school's Eco accreditation,
painting of the storage container, and new Year R parent packs. Our fundraising also
enables us to put on amazing events for the children throughout the year. 

This has been a busy, but incredibly rewarding year, full of collaboration and teamwork.
It has been a real honour to work alongside our amazing PTFA committee and the
fabulous staff at the school. 

A big thank you to all our volunteers and supporters who have helped at various events
throughout the year – we truly couldn't do it without you. We'd also like to give some
special mentions to: 

Kathryn Becher (Uniform Lead), Charlotte Sanday (Winter Warmer Lead), Donna
Reynolds (Fundraising and Sponsorship Lead) and Louise Petch (Disco Lead), who
have shown endless commitment by serving on the committee all year and agreeing
to stay on next year. Thank you so much. 



PTFAPTFA

 

Rita (Donna's mum), who has been an absolute rock to the PTFA and has provided
enormous support throughout the year. 

Komila Kreer, who has attended PTFA meetings and supported wherever possible.
 

Louise Stibbs, for managing the Leavers' hoodies and T-shirts – you're a legend! 

Mrs Tottem, Mrs Wylie, Mrs Russell, Mrs Stephens, Mrs Blyde, Mrs Lee and, last but
certainly not least, Mrs Lennard. You are all stars and have been incredibly helpful
throughout the year with our many requests and emails. 

As our children move on to junior school and we say farewell to Tweseldown, we would
like to say a heartfelt thank you from both of us. It has been wonderful to be part of this
amazing school community. 

We wish you and your children all the very best for the year ahead. We are excited
about the new PTFA team, and they will be in touch from September. 

Best wishes, 

Natalie Gore (Chair) and Vicky Dickinson (Treasurer) 



 

Introducing your new PTFA team for the 2026-2027 academic year 
We are delighted to announce that we have appointed a new Chair, Treasurer and
Secretary to lead the PTFA throughout the 2026/27 academic year.  

We are incredibly grateful to these volunteers for stepping forward to support our
school community. Thanks to their commitment, the PTFA will continue its valuable
work, organising fantastic events and raising vital funds that help enrich the experience
of all our pupils. 

Your new PTFA contacts are: 
Kimberley Redman (new Year R parent) – Chair 
Kate Le Cuirot (new Year R parent) – Treasurer 
Alice Hayden (current Year R and Year 2 parent) – Secretary 
Kathryn Becher – Uniform Lead and Committee Member 
Charlotte Sanday – Winter Warmer Lead and Committee Member 
Donna Reynolds – Fundraising/Sponsorship Lead and Committee Member 
Louise Petch – Joint Disco Lead and Committee Member 
Christine McBride – Joint Disco Lead 
 
Wishing the new team all the very best and lots of fun with the year ahead. 

Incredible fundraising from Mr John and Alison 
We would like to extend a huge and heartfelt thank you to Mr John and his wife, Alison,
for their incredible fundraising efforts over the weekend. 

On Sunday, they kindly opened their beautiful garden to visitors, who were able to enjoy
the stunning surroundings, purchase plants and refreshments, and take part in a raffle.
We are delighted to share that their Open Garden event raised an amazing £400 for the
Tweseldown PTFA. 

We are incredibly grateful for their kindness, generosity, and hard work in organising
such a wonderful event. Their support will make a real difference to our school
community. 

PTFAPTFA



 

Thank you, Mr John and Alison, for organising such a wonderful event and for your
support of the PTFA. 

Their garden is truly stunning – take a look at some of the photos below!   

PTFAPTFA



PTFAPTFA

 

Upcoming PTFA Events & Dates  

17th July 2026 – Mufti Day 

20th July 2026 – Year 2 Leavers Treat 

Year 2 Leavers Treat 
The PTFA is planning a very special afternoon of fun for our Year 2 leavers on Monday
20th July. We have some fantastic activities lined up to celebrate them and their time at
Tweseldown. Everything will remain top secret until the big day, but we can promise it’s
all inspired by the children’s own ideas! 

We still need a few volunteers for this event. Please register your interest here if you
can help. https://volunteersignup.org/CD7H7 

Tea Towels  
The Year 2 tea towels have landed! All orders have been distributed via class teachers.
We hope you're delighted with your little artist's work and find the perfect spot to show
it off! 

https://volunteersignup.org/CD7H7










HELPFUL CONTACTSHELPFUL CONTACTS

 
 

CAMHS - Hampshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service – helping with emotional
wellbeing and mental health for children aged 5-18 years old. https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/

ERIC-Help coping with children bedwetting. https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/ 

Family Lives -Co-parenting after divorce or separation. Free online help, or call for free on
0808 800 2222 https://www.familylives.org.uk/ 

Gingerbread -Advice and practical support for single parents https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/ 

Grief Encounter -Supporting bereaved children and young people.
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/ 

Parentkind -Loads of resources for parents, covering many topics, including Common Sense
Media; Fatherhood; Childcare Choices. https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-
resources/parenting

Psicon-A specialist team, offering the highest quality diagnostic assessments, treatment and
support for Autism, ADHD and Mental Wellbeing. https://www.psicon.co.uk/ 

Relate -Get help with: counselling; mediation; supporting parent relationships; work place
relationship support. https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-
counselling 

Rainbow Trust -Support for seriously ill children and their families.
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/ 

Safe Haven Aldershot -Drop in, 365 days a year for mental health crisis. 6-11pm, Monday –
Friday; 12:30pm-11pm weekends and bank holidays. 
Also available virtually using link: https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot 

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot 

Together for Short Lives -Family support team and helpline provides families of seriously ill
children with emotional, financial and practical support and advice. Helpline: 0808 8088 100
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/ 

The Sleep Charity -Advice and support with bedtimes and sleep.
 https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

Winston’s Wish -Bereavement charity supporting grieving children and families.
https://winstonswish.org/ 

Young Minds -A place of support if your child is struggling with anxiety. 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/ 

 
 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/
https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.psicon.co.uk/
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/
https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot
https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://winstonswish.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/
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