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            diary dates

3  July - Moving Up Day - Children to new classesrd

               - Coffee and Conversation with Mrs Tottem 14:30

4  July - Fleet Carnival th

7  July - Year R Peter Pan Workshop th

8  July - Rocksteady Concerts th

               - Kingfisher Beyond the Gate (Whole day)

9  July - Year 1 Peter Pan Workshopth

                - Final Disco

10  July - Year 2 Peter Pan Workshopth

                  - Woodpecker Beyond the Gate (Whole day)
                  
15  July - Memory Maker Assembly th

                 - Owl Beyond the Gate (Whole day)
                 - PTFA AGM at school 19:30

17  July - PTFA Mufti Day (£1)th

                 - Robin Beyond the Gate (Whole day)

20  July - Squirrel Parents Meeting 09:00th

                  - Year 2 Leavers Treat 13:00 - 15:00

21  July - Leavers Assembly Woodpecker & Kingfisher 09:00st

22  July - Leavers Assembly Robin & Owl 09:00nd

                  - End of Term - 13:30 Finish 

July



 

22  July - Last Day of Schoolnd

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
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Term dates2026 

1  September - Inset Day (closed to pupils) st

2  September - First Day of Term (Yr 1 + 2)nd

23  October - Inset Day (closed to pupils)rd

26  - 30  October - Half Termth th

21  December - 1  January - Christmas
Holidays

st st

4  January - Inset Day (closed to pupils)th

15  February - 19  February - Half Termth th

22  February - Inset Day (closed to pupils) nd

26  March - 9  April - Easter Holidaysth th

28  June - Inset Day (closed to pupils) th

21  July - Last Day of Termst

 2026/2027

Tomorrow - Friday 3  Julyrd

Please see the plan for drop off tomorrow; 
If your child is currently in year R or year 1, please drop them at their 'new'
classroom outside door at drop off (just for this morning) and then pick them up
from their current 'old' class at the end of the day. 
If your child is currently in Year 2, please drop them at the hall at the front of school
(again, just tomorrow morning). 

Thank you. 



 

Pupils met their new class and class based staff today - We hope they’ve enjoyed their
settling in session.
Please see the below table, for our staffing for next year.

Class Teacher(s)

Year R

Hedgehog
Mrs Brown (x3 days) and Miss

Hammond (x2 days)

Mouse
Mrs Jewitt (x4 days) and Miss

Hammond (x1 day)

Squirrel Mrs Reid (formally Miss Saunders)

Year 1

Deer Miss Barker

Otter Mr Harris-Hooton

Badger Mrs Premier-Scaife

Year 2

Robin
(Mixed Year 1/2)

Mrs Currie

Owl Mrs McKillop

Kingfisher Miss Fewtrell

Woodpecker Mr Goulding-Stewart
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We hope you enjoy meeting the class teachers after school today.

Unfortunately this year, we say a fond farewell to both Mrs Hilton and Miss Megrath. We
wish them all the best in their new adventures.

A warm welcome back to Mr Harris-Hooton and Mrs McKillop who are both officially
joining our staff this September.

We are also extremely pleased to announce that Mrs Stephens (in the office) has
decided to stay with us at Tweseldown! 

Sadly, Mr A will also be leaving us on 14  July and until we recruit our new Site Manager,
Mr John is rejoining us.

th

Staffing

Coffee and conversation

Tomorrow, Friday 3  July, Mrs Tottem will be holding a coffee and conversation from
14:30. We welcome you to come along and have a chat with Mrs Tottem.

rd

Fleet Carnival

Due to small participation rate and high temperatures on Saturday we have made the
sad decision to dip out of the carnival this year. We understand that the pupils who had

signed up might be disappointed and we apologise for this.
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World Cup football

As England are now in the final 16, their next match is on Sunday evening. We
understand that some parents will be staying up late to watch this game and as such

school will be open at normal time on Monday 6  July, but registers will not close until
10am. Gates will be locked at normal times so any pupils arriving between 8.45-10am

will have to enter via the main school office please.

th

End of year reports

Your child’s end of year report will be sent out next week. Please return the slip to say
you have received and read your child's annual report. If you wish to discuss the
contents of this, please make an appointment to meet your child's class teacher.

Peter Pan Workshop

All pupils will be taking part in a Peter Pan Workshop in July. The dates for each year
group are listed below;

Year R - Tuesday 7  Julyth

Year 1 - Thursday 9  Julyth

Year 2 - Friday 10  July th

Rocksteady Concert

On Wednesday 8  July, the children who attend Rocksteady will be performing in a
concert. Details of the concert have been communicated directly to parents/carers.

th
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Final Disco

The final disco of this school year will be taking place on Thursday 9  July. This is a
lovely opportunity for the children to enjoy one last party at school with their friends

before the summer holidays! 

th

PTFA Mufti Day

On Friday 17  July the PTFA have organised a mufti day for the children. Children can
come to school on this day in their own clothes. 

th

Squirrel parents meeting

On Monday 20  July, Squirrel parents will be meeting with Mrs Tottem and Miss
Saunders at 09:00.

th

Year 2 leavers treat

The PTFA are planning a very special afternoon of fun for our Year 2 leavers on Monday
20th July! They have some fantastic activities lined up to celebrate them and their time

at Tweseldown.
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Leavers Assembly

Woodpecker & Kingfisher class have their leavers assembly at 09:00 on Tuesday 21
July. 

st

Robin & Owl class have their leavers assembly on Wednesday 22  July at 09:00. nd

Last day of term

The last day of term is WEDNESDAY 22  JULY - There will be an earlier finish time on
this day of 13:30. Starcare will not be available after school so if you need to make other

arrangements for your child to be collected that day, please organise this well in
advance. 

nd

Can you crochet or knit? Or do you know someone who can?

We would love members of our school and local community to knit or crochet blue and
white flowers, which we will use to create a sustainable "welcome back to school" arch

in September.
Using your own resources (wool / yarn) we welcome any size, shape or style of flower in

blue and white. Make as many or as few as you would like!

Completed flowers can be dropped off at the school office before Tuesday 21  July or
on Tuesday 1  September.

st

st
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Tweseldown playgroup vacancy

Tweseldown Playgroup have a vacancy. If you are an experienced Level 3 Early Years
Practitioner and looking for a part-time role, please see the advert below and contact

them on info@tweseldownplaygroup.co.uk 

Children’s Commissioner national survey - The Big Future

The Children’s Commissioner has released a national survey, The Big Future, which
parents are able to complete on behalf of their child. This takes just 5–10 minutes to

complete. If you are happy to complete the survey, helping ensure the voices of children
from our school are heard, please do so using the following link

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
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Holiday Activities and food (HAF) Programme

We would like to provide you with some information on this summer’s Holiday Activities
and Food (HAF) Programme.

Funded by the Department for Education, the HAF programme enables local authorities
to offer healthy food and enriching activities for free to children who receive benefit
related FSM during term time. 

There will be around 18 HAF schemes running across, or close to, the Hart and
Rushmoor areas, with each scheme offering a variety of fun activities and tasty meals
for children and young people who receive benefit-related free school meals (FSM). 

For summer 2026, a new central booking system has been introduced, which will make it
easier for families to find and book HAF activities. The new system includes built‑in
eligibility checking, so parents / carers no longer need to use the previously issued HAF
codes when making bookings. 

Families in Hart can visit the Hart HAF Booking Site to find local schemes and register
their interest, whilst families in Rushmoor can visit the Rushmoor HAF Booking Site.
Once registered, parents/carers will be sent an automatic email reminder to complete
their booking when summer bookings open at 9am on Monday 22nd June 2026. 

HAF FAQs are available on the connect4communities website: Hampshire Holiday
Activities and Food (HAF) frequently asked questions | Health and social care |
Hampshire County Council 

The HAF team can be contacted with any queries by emailing
connect4communities@hants.gov.uk, with the subject line FAO HAF.

https://eequ.org/harthaf
https://eequ.org/rushmoorhaf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs


 

RECEPTIONRECEPTION

We've had a fantastic week in Reception with lots of exciting learning and new
experiences!
This week we harvested our potatoes that we have been growing as part of our school
potato competition. We were so excited to dig them up and discover what had been
growing beneath the soil! We explored the potatoes by counting, weighing and
comparing them, talking about which were the biggest, smallest, heaviest and lightest.
We also noticed that not all potatoes look the same. Some had some very unusual and
funny shapes! We even used some of our harvested potatoes to make our very own
chips! It was a wonderful opportunity to see how food grows and how it gets from the
ground to our plates.
 
We have read the book ‘Someone Swallowed Stanley’, which has encouraged us to think
carefully about looking after our oceans and reducing plastic waste. Inspired by our
book, we made beautiful kites using recycled plastic bags, discovering how everyday
items can be reused in creative ways instead of being thrown away.
 
In maths, we have been practising our recall of number bonds to 5 and 10. We have also
been focusing on comparing quantities up to 10. We have been growing confidence
when describing the groups (more, fewer, or equal).
 
The children have enjoyed a successful transition morning this week as they met their
new teachers and spent time in their new classrooms. We have had many circle times
exploring our feelings and change. We are all very proud of them!



 

YEAR 1 YEAR 1 

What a busy week we have had in Year 1, even though it has been a short one!
This week, we dug up the potatoes we have been growing and compared our harvests to
see which class had grown the biggest crop. The children loved investigating the
potatoes and celebrating all of their hard work in caring for them.
We were also very excited to meet our new class teachers and find out who our
classmates will be next year. The children approached this change with enthusiasm and
enjoyed spending some time in their new classrooms.

In English, we have been exploring the rainforest and using our knowledge to write our
own rainforest poems. The children used some wonderful descriptive language to bring
their poems to life.
In maths, we have been recapping our addition skills and solving number sentences. The
children have worked hard to apply their number knowledge and explain their thinking.
In RE, we have been learning about special objects that are important to Jewish and
Christian people. We discussed why these objects are significant and what they can tell
us about different faiths.
Well done to all the children for another fantastic week of learning. We hope you have a
lovely weekend!



 

YEAR 2 YEAR 2 

We have had another busy, enjoyable week in Year 2 and thankfully it has been a lot
cooler!

In maths, the children have been consolidating their understanding of word problems.
We have been using RUCSAC to help us carefully read questions, identify the important
information and decide which operation we need to use to solve the problem. The
children have shown increasing confidence in explaining their mathematical reasoning.

In English, we have been writing our own poems about flying vehicles. The children have
worked hard to make their writing more exciting by including a range of verbs and
adverbs. We have loved reading the imaginative ideas and descriptive language that
have been used.

In history, we have been learning about how the safety of airplanes has changed over
time. The children explored how improvements in technology, equipment and
procedures have helped make air travel much safer than it was in the past.

In DT, the children have been putting their designs into action by creating their own
moving vehicles. Using cardboard boxes, dowel and wheels, they have worked carefully
to build and test their models. It has been wonderful to see their creativity and
problem-solving skills in action.

The children have been working incredibly hard rehearsing for our end-of-year play. We
are so proud of their enthusiasm and effort. Please continue to practise lines at home
so that they are ready to wow you all and maybe shed a tear!

Reminders

Thursday 9  - Please bring Year 2 performance costumes into school. Most children
will be wearing holiday-goer outfits for the production. If you are unsure about your
child's costume, please check with your class teacher.

th

A reminder that next week's Beyond the Gate sessions are:
Kingfisher Class – Wednesday 8  th

Woodpecker Class – Friday 10  th



 

Year Two Leavers Beyond the Gate Days
As part of their leavers celebrations, Year 2 will be having a whole day Beyond the Gate
session on the following dates:

Wednesday 8th July – Kingfisher class
Friday 10th July – Woodpecker class
Wednesday 15th July – Owl class
Friday 17th July – Robin class

Volunteers 
The sign up link for Beyond the Gate sessions for next half term is now active:
volunteersignup.org/9MM99
There are still plenty of slots, so if you are unable to make your own child's session,
perhaps volunteer with another class or year group! If we do not get enough volunteers,
sessions may need to be cancelled.

Blog
Take a look at the Beyond the Gate Blog on our website, which is updated regularly to
share the amazing experiences and opportunities the children have in their sessions.
Tweseldown Infant School - Beyond the Gate Blog

Attenborough Avenue
On our INSET day, some of our lovely members of staff helped turn the top of Year 1's
pallet minibeast habitat into a planter.
Today, the Year 1 Eco Committee children planted some lovely pollinator-friendly
flowers in it. With Mrs Dear they discussed why it was important for us to plant flowers
near the bug habitats.

Attenborough Avenue is looking AMAZING and we look forward to seeing what species
make their homes there. Every year group has contributed to the creation of this area,
Well Done!

Make sure you take a look as you walk past! What minibeasts can you spot?

BEYOND THE GATE
+ ECO SCHOOLS
BEYOND THE GATE
+ ECO SCHOOLS

https://volunteersignup.org/9MM99
https://www.tweseldowninfantschool.co.uk/page/?title=Beyond+the+Gate+Blog&pid=277


 

Potato Growing and Harvesting
Since February, every class in school has been nurturing and growing potatoes outside
their classrooms.
The potato seeds were provided to the school from the "Grow your own potatoes"
project (Grow Your Own Potatoes for Primary Schools in UK).
The classes have been enjoying watching their potatoes chit inside their classrooms,
planting them out (deciding what they would plant them in) and watching them grow.

Robin class decided to grow theirs in an old washing basket! Other classes used potato
growing sacks or making use of old Bags for Life (great reusing of resources!).

On Wednesday 30th June, the whole school gathered in their year groups to harvest the
crop.
The children had great fun digging out their potatoes, and then we compared each class'
outcomes with the following categories: biggest potato, unusually shaped potato,
unusual container, heaviest potato, most potatoes!

Litter Picking Loan Equipment
For the rest of this term, each class will have the litter picking loan equipment for one
week. During your class week, you may borrow one of the two sets for an evening or for
the weekend and return it the next day. We hope that this will give more opportunities
to borrow the equipment if you wish.
Please speak to your class teacher and they will provide you with a set of equipment
and then return it the next morning to your class teacher.

Week beginning:
6th July - Woodpecker
13th July - Kingfisher

BEYOND THE GATE 
+ ECO SCHOOLS
BEYOND THE GATE 
+ ECO SCHOOLS

https://growyourownpotatoes.org.uk/


 

PTFAPTFA

Future of the PTFA – we still need a Chair 
The current Chair and Treasurer will be stepping down in July as their children move on
to junior school. We have been making parents and carers aware of these upcoming
vacancies over the last few months in an effort to encourage volunteers to take on the
roles. To date, nobody has stepped forward. 

Following a successful presentation about the PTFA at the new Year R parents’ evening
on Tuesday, a prospective Year R parent signed up on the evening and agreed to take on
the Treasurer role. We are extremely grateful for their support. 

We now just have the Chair role to fill. 
 
We’re only 2 weeks away from our Annual General Meeting (15th July), and we urgently
need a volunteer to step into this essential role. Without a Chair and a Treasurer, the
PTFA simply cannot continue — these positions are a legal requirement for us to
operate. 

We are a small, but dedicated team of just 6 committee members, and through strong
teamwork and support from our wider school community, we’ve been able to deliver a
fantastic range of events and fundraising activities for the 300+ children at our school.
 
However, we cannot do this alone. 

If we’re unable to fill the Chair role, it will unfortunately mean the end of the PTFA — and
the events, experiences, and additional opportunities it provides for our children.
Please take a few moments to view the short presentation that was created for and
presented at the new Year R parents’ evening this week. It provides an overview of the
PTFA, the activities we organise, and how the funds we raise benefit the school and its
pupils. 

Could you help secure the future of the PTFA for your children? 

Even if you’re unsure, we’d love to have a chat and talk through what’s involved — you
won’t be doing it alone. Please take a look at the Chair role advert further down this
newsletter.  



 

PTFAPTFA

On another positive, we’re delighted to share that we have filled the vacant Secretary
role (which has been vacant since March and responsibilities shared amongst the team).
From September 2026, the lovely Alice Hayden will be taking this on. Thank you Alice!
The current line-up of committee members for the 2026 – 2027 academic year looks like
this: 

Chair – Vacant 
Treasurer – New Year R parent starting Sept 2026 
Secretary – Alice Hayden 
Uniform Lead – Kathryn Becher 
Winter Warmer Lead – Charlotte Sanday 
Sponsorship Lead – Donna Reynolds 
Disco Leads – Louise Petch and Christine McDermid 

We’re immensely grateful to the new volunteers for joining the team, and also to the
existing committee members staying in role for another year. However, we can’t stress
enough that if the Chair role isn’t filled, the PTFA will cease to exist. Please really
consider being part of this amazing team!

Please get in touch by emailing PTFA@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk or alternatively, you can
complete this short form https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=G9GCsUStg0Cv85VzAlsixdG6PE6CmtBEnX7frk6V0d1UNlFINE5PODJHWThMT1gzMzB
UV   

Support and a full handover, including a detailed document will be provided.

Upcoming PTFA Events & Dates  

9th July 2026 – School Disco 

15th July 2026 – PTFA Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

17th July 2026 – Mufti Day 

20th July 2026 – Year 2 Leavers Treat

mailto:PTFA@tweseldown.hants.sch.uk
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G9GCsUStg0Cv85VzAlsixdG6PE6CmtBEnX7frk6V0d1UNlFINE5PODJHWThMT1gzMzBUV
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G9GCsUStg0Cv85VzAlsixdG6PE6CmtBEnX7frk6V0d1UNlFINE5PODJHWThMT1gzMzBUV
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G9GCsUStg0Cv85VzAlsixdG6PE6CmtBEnX7frk6V0d1UNlFINE5PODJHWThMT1gzMzBUV


PTFAPTFA

 

Fleet Carnival – entry withdrawn 
Regrettably, we have made the difficult decision to withdraw our entry from the carnival
this Saturday. We are very sorry for any disappointment this may cause, particularly for
the children who were looking forward to taking part. We had very low participation
uptake for this event, only 19 children out of the 300+ that attend the school. 
 
With temperatures set to reach 28 degrees and sunny conditions, the procession
timings – including an hour-long wait before hand – fall during the hottest part of the
day. After careful consideration, the PTFA and the school have made this decision to
prioritise the safety and wellbeing of our children, staff and volunteers. Parents/carers
impacted were notified directly earlier this week. Thank you for your understanding. If
you have any questions about this, please contact Mrs Tottem. 

Year 2 Leavers Treat 
The PTFA are planning a very special afternoon of fun for our Year 2 leavers on Monday
20th July! We have some fantastic activities lined up to celebrate them and their time at
Tweseldown. Everything will remain top secret until the big day, but we can promise it’s
all inspired by the children’s own ideas! 

Leavers clothing 
Exciting news – these have been handed out this week! 
Children can wear them alongside their school uniform. Please remember to label all
items with your child's name before use, as we will be unable to replace them. 
Thank you for your support. 

Tea Towels  
The artwork is being collated into the tea towel design per class. Tea towels expected
around 20th July, so watch this space. 
 
Summer Disco – 9th July 2026 
Our last disco of the school year will take place on Thursday 9th July. If you have
already made the bundle payment of £12.50, you have already paid for the all discos for
the academic year. 



PTFAPTFA

 

If you haven’t made a bundle payment but would like your child to attend the disco,
please transfer £2.50 (per child) to the PTFA bank account, as per the details below: 
 
Account name: Tweseldown Infant School PTFA 
Account number: 27335060 
Sort code: 30-80-42 
***Please ensure you put your child’s name and current class as the reference. (First
letter of child’s name, surname, and the first 3 letters of their class is sufficient e.g.
JBloggsKin = Joe Bloggs Kingfisher).*** 
 
To enable this to run smoothly, we always need some lovely volunteers. If you can help
on the day, please sign up to the volunteer sheet here:
https://volunteersignup.org/LMMPB 

Safety notice – Lollipops 
At the end of each disco, we offer lollipops to parents/carers as a little optional treat
for their child. If you’d rather your child didn’t have one, just let us know at the end of
the disco —no problem at all. 
Once you’ve collected it, we’d really appreciate your help in making sure it’s enjoyed
safely (for example, keeping an eye on little ones while they’re eating and avoiding
running around with it). 
Thanks so much for your support. 

https://volunteersignup.org/LMMPB
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CAMHS - Hampshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service – helping with emotional
wellbeing and mental health for children aged 5-18 years old. https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/

ERIC-Help coping with children bedwetting. https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/ 

Family Lives -Co-parenting after divorce or separation. Free online help, or call for free on
0808 800 2222 https://www.familylives.org.uk/ 

Gingerbread -Advice and practical support for single parents https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/ 

Grief Encounter -Supporting bereaved children and young people.
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/ 

Parentkind -Loads of resources for parents, covering many topics, including Common Sense
Media; Fatherhood; Childcare Choices. https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-
resources/parenting

Psicon-A specialist team, offering the highest quality diagnostic assessments, treatment and
support for Autism, ADHD and Mental Wellbeing. https://www.psicon.co.uk/ 

Relate -Get help with: counselling; mediation; supporting parent relationships; work place
relationship support. https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-
counselling 

Rainbow Trust -Support for seriously ill children and their families.
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/ 

Safe Haven Aldershot -Drop in, 365 days a year for mental health crisis. 6-11pm, Monday –
Friday; 12:30pm-11pm weekends and bank holidays. 
Also available virtually using link: https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot 

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot 

Together for Short Lives -Family support team and helpline provides families of seriously ill
children with emotional, financial and practical support and advice. Helpline: 0808 8088 100
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/ 

The Sleep Charity -Advice and support with bedtimes and sleep.
 https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

Winston’s Wish -Bereavement charity supporting grieving children and families.
https://winstonswish.org/ 

Young Minds -A place of support if your child is struggling with anxiety. 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/ 

 
 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/
https://eric.org.uk/childrens-bladders/bedwetting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/
https://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents/parents-resources/parenting
https://www.psicon.co.uk/
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/counselling/relationship-counselling
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/
https://nhs.vc/sabp/safe-haven-aldershot
https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/mental-health/safe-havens/SafeHavenAldershot
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://winstonswish.org/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/anxiety/
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