Tweseldown News

Thursday 14th July 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

As this school year draws to an end and we very sweatily (if there’s such a word!) approach
the last week of school I just wanted to thank each and every child for all the warmth,
memories and the learning that we have shared over this full academic year in school. It has
been great being open as a fully functioning school. (A sentence I never thought I’d write).
Thanks also to you for supporting your child. Whether that’s with reading, times tables or just
by remembering to drop off and pick up at the right times it has helped to settle your child
back into what school is all about. Schools have become the heart of our communities and
children experience so much more than just learning at school including how to be a good
friend, how to resolve conflict, how to persevere, how to find their own solutions and how to
always do their best. We can’t always “be the best”, but we can always “do our best” as we
grow and learn together.
Looking back, it has been a busy and fun twelve months with lots of exciting days, trips and
outings including a great beach trip for year R, a visit to the Titanic museum by year 1 and
year 2 with our now traditional ‘Great Fire of Tweseldown.’ We have made so many happy
memories together. Learning really is fun at Tweseldown!
As Tweseldown closes on Thursday 21st July another door is opening for our year 2 children
as they embark on the next stage of their educational journey. It has been a pleasure getting
to know each and every child, they have learnt so many things during their time with us and I
am pleased to report that progress and attainment at the end of year 2 and in year 1 phonics
is well above the national picture. We are sending off to junior schools, kind, inquisitive,
independent, curious children who love to learn. We are so proud of each and every child.
We look forward to welcoming back our current year R and year 1 children and look forward
to hearing about their exploits over the summer.
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday, see you on Monday 5th September.

Kim Tottem
Headteacher

July 2022
Friday 15th

PTFA mufti day
2:50pm PTFA ice pop sale after school

Tuesday 19th

1:00pm Year 2 leavers’ treat

Wednesday 20th

9:00am Robin and Owl class leavers assembly —more details
to follow

Thursday 21st

9:00am Kingfisher and Woodpecker class leavers’ assembly —
more details to follow

Friday 22nd

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Congratulations
We’re pleased to announce Miss Riley has got married and will be coming back in September
as Mrs Cockram.
The 19th of July will be Mrs Premier-Scaife’s last day in Mole class due to the imminent
arrival of her son. The end of term will be covered by Mrs Hammond and in September Mrs
Premier-Scaife will be returning to Owl class.

Beyond The Gate
This week at Beyond The Gate we talked about fire
safety. We collected sticks and lit the fire using a flint
and steel, cotton wool and Vaseline. Everyone enjoyed
toasting a marshmallow or two and they got to eat it!
Despite the hot weather, good fun was had by all.

Do you have any old toys that you would be willing to donate?
The new EYFS team are kindly asking for donations to help improve our outdoor area ready
for September. We are specifically looking for toys / clothing that could be used in the outdoor role play area. For example:
Role play outfits / costumes
Dolls and associated toys e.g. pushchair
Play furniture e.g. tables, chairs
Kitchen equipment e.g. plastic food, bowl, plates
If you have anything that you are willing to donate to the children at Tweseldown, please can
we ask that you bring it
to school on Tuesday 19th July and leave it outside school reception.
Thank you in advance!

PTFA Mufti Day and Ice Pop Sale —Friday 15th July
Children are welcome to come to school wearing their own clothes in exchange for £1.00,
which will be donated to the PTFA.
After school there will also be an ice pop sale, so please come along and purchase an ice pop
to cool you down! They are 30p each or 2 for 50p
Book bags
From September can children please just bring a book bag into school– no
more backpacks.

PTFA Year 2 Leavers’ Treat—Tuesday 19th July 2022
On Tuesday 19th July, the PTFA have organised a leavers' event for the Year 2s to celebrate
the end of their time at Tweseldown.
This will take place between 1:00pm and 3:00pm. The children will spend the 2 hour session
in their class group.
Each class will rotate around 4 different activities; watching a magic show, tackling a bouncy
castle obstacle course, making a sand art item to take home and enjoying a yummy ice cream
or lolly. The Pantry are also planning an interactive activity for the children as well!
As with previous years, the children will be able to wear their own clothes on the day.
This year we are able to have parent volunteers on site during the afternoon so a big thank
you to those parents who are able to give up their time to come and support the smooth
running of the event on the day.

Food Bank Support
If anyone thinks they may need help with accessing food during the summer
holidays, please contact the school office in confidence before Thursday 21st
July.
We can arrange to have the food bank volunteers deliver to you over summer.
Please note, requests need to be made before the end of term as emails will not be
monitored over the summer break.

Face masks
Due to the rise in cases of covid locally, you may see some of our staff returning
to wearing a face mask; this is to protect you as well as us.

We are currently recruiting for a lunchtime supervisor. If you are
interested in applying for this role, please contact the school office for
an application pack.

Encouraging your child to read at home
Engage your child in a print-rich environment
Create daily opportunities to build your child's reading skills by creating a print rich
environment at home. Seeing printed words (on posters, charts, books, labels etc.) enables
children to see and apply connections between sounds and letter symbols. When you're out
and about, point out letters on posters, billboards and signs. In time you can model
sounding out the letters to make words. Focus on the first letter in words. Ask your child
“What sound is that letter?” “What other word starts with that sound?” “What word
rhymes with that word?”
Read together on a daily basis and ask questions about the book
A lot of people don't realise just how many skills can be picked up through the simple act of
reading to a child. Not only are you showing them how to sound out words, you're also
building key comprehension skills, growing their vocabulary, and letting them hear what a
fluent reader sounds like. Most of all, regular reading helps your child to develop a love of
reading, which is the best way to set them up for reading success.
Strengthen your child's comprehension skills by asking questions while reading. For younger
children, encourage them to engage with the pictures (e.g. “Do you see the boat? What
colour is the cat?”). For older
children, ask questions about what
you've just read, like “Why do you
think the little bird was afraid?”
“When did Sophie realise she had
special powers?”

Read below to find out what your child has been doing this week and ask them/talk
to them about what they have been up to.

What have we been doing this week?
This week we have been having lots of fun while trying to keep cool. We have been
on a pirate adventure with a mouse who doesn't like water. We have been
planning ways to help her find treasure and keep her away from the water. We
used our phonic knowledge to write advice slips to her. We thought we could send
her an umbrella or a row boat to help keep her dry! We have also been learning
about pirate ships and labelling the different parts of the ship e.g. flags, golden
sails, ladders and shining lights.
We have used our story to help us learn about maps, we have been using the
beebots to follow the direction of a map, playing hide and seek where we direct
our friend to find us and even creating our own pirate treasure map on our craft
table.
In Maths we have been practising what we have learnt this year and applying it
such as knowing our double facts, how we can make numbers up to 5 and even

What have we been doing this week?
We have continued our learning in fractions, this week. We have been finding half
and quarter of numbers, using counters and other apparatus to help us. We know
that we have to share the number into equal groups. Can your child show you how
to work out quarter of 20? We have also been using repeated addition for
multiplication so that we can count groups of 2, 5 and 10.
The children loved making sandwiches! We used this to create a plan for a set of
instructions with imperative (bossy) verbs included. They loved pretending to be
bossy to generate the words that they would need, such as 'spread' and 'cut'. We
also shared a WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like) in order to understand what
a good set of instructions must include.
In our geography learning, we have enjoyed using maps and atlases. We have
identified some geographical features and categorised them according to whether
they are human or physical. Can your child tell you what these terms mean?
We have begun investigating different types of tables in order to make a success
criteria as we will be building our own tables, next week, to hold a tea cup.

Read below to find out what your child has been doing this week and ask them/talk
to them about what they have been up to.

What have we been doing this week?
We've had another action packed week in year 2 - the children have done lots of
learning across all areas of the curriculum, and we have also started rehearsing for
the Y2 Leavers’ Assembly... we hope you're excited for our performance!
In science we have been learning about animals which can be found in the ocean.
We started by looking at different animals and classifying them: mammal, fish,
bird, insect, reptile or amphibian. We then looked at how animals have adapted to
survive in their environment. In RHE (Relationships and Health Education) we
learnt about the correct terminology for body parts.
In English we continued reading 'Can I build a new me?' thinking about what
makes us special and unique as individuals. In Maths we have done lots of problem
solving - one lesson we concentrated on our money knowledge and had to work
out what items we could buy from a shop using given amounts.
Year 2 survey
Thank you to everyone who returned their feedback survey.
Positive comments:


A massive thank you to all the staff! Really appreciate all the little extras that you just
don’t get in every school. ____ has had a fantastic 3 years and will be sad to leave!
 Thank you for being an amazing school and for all the care and support, particularly
during lockdowns. Exceptional leadership and quality of teaching and online learning –
thank you.
 Keep doing what you’re doing! Teaching seems an increasingly difficult profession but I
have nothing but praise for all you have done – you have given her the best foundation
in life outside of her family. Thank you all!
Suggestions to implement:



Return to using the cooking room more frequently next academic year
Reminder about workshop videos on the website / return to in school workshops from
September
 Remind parents they are welcome to book an ‘informal parents evening’ at any point
throughout the year

